
Volume 43, No. 15 http://www.whiteman.af.mil FRIDAY, APRIL 15, 2005

Story and photos by 
Master Sgt. Val Gempis
Air Force Print News

ANDERSEN AIR FORCE BASE,
Guam — Airmen from the 509th Bomb
Wing at Whiteman Air Force Base, Mo.,
are helping improve aircraft maintenance
for future rotations of B-2 Spirit bombers
worldwide during a deployment here. 

“Our deployment is going fairly well,
but there have been some unique mainte-
nance challenges for us here,” said Capt.
Brady Wilkins, aircraft maintenance officer
in charge. 

The Airmen have been on this tropical
island since Feb. 25 to provide U.S. Pacif-
ic Command officials a continuous
bomber presence in the Asia-Pacific
region, enhancing regional security and
the U.S. commitment to the Western
Pacific. Bomber aircraft have had an
ongoing presence in Guam since February
2004. 

Although the B-2 bombers have flown
from the island on short stints before, now
they are here longer as part of an air and
space expeditionary force deployment. 

Before arriving here, the mechanics
came up with a checklist of aircraft equip-
ment and supplies they needed to sustain
their flight operations here. 

“We tailored our mobility package
based on our mission requirements and
Andersen’s ability to support those require-
ments to limit our mobility footprint here,”
Captain Wilkins said.

Some of their specialty tools, one-of-a-

kind equipment used only on B-2s, were
left in Missouri. But the team was quickly
faced with maintenance issues they didn’t
expect here. 

First, there was not a facility to wash the
B-2s. With Andersen’s close proximity to
the ocean, the maintainers are required to
do a clear-water rinse on the B-2s after
every other flight to prevent corrosion.
Back home, the Airmen did a full wash on
the aircraft every 120 days.

The Airmen also said they didn’t expect
the frequency of aircraft tile repair here.
They left the special tool they used to place
tiles on the aircraft at Whiteman. Damaged
tiles can keep the aircraft from flying.

“It was our biggest challenge to date,
and we proved we could perform required
maintenance on the road,” said Master Sgt.
Andrew Scott, aircraft structural mainte-
nance chief.

To cope with some of their equipment
challenges, the Airmen reviewed and
researched aircraft maintenance technical
data. 

They found creative and effective solu-
tions authorized by their engineers and
safety officers here, Sergeant Scott said. 

To solve the tile repair problems, Air-
men bought a 150-pound bag of shotgun
shells downtown. After using blankets to
prevent damaging the fragile tiles, they
put the bag on top of damaged areas to
help evenly squeeze adhesive on the back
of the tiles so it would bond properly. 

The tiles’ seal was perfect according to
X-rays, said Senior Master Sgt. Steven
Ramage, lead production superintendent.

To alleviate the wash facility dilemma,
they received help from people here. The
mechanics learned to operate a “Condor”
lift truck so they could safely wash the top
area of the B-2, unit officials said. 

They said they will probably find them-
selves at forward-deployed locations again.

“We will pass the valuable lessons

we’ve learned here to our people back at
Whiteman. It’s great to operate from a
forward location and generate aircraft
sorties. (We) will get the job done any-
time, anywhere,  anyplace,” Captain
Wilkins said.

West

Pacific
B-2 crews operate

in the ...

Airmen face new challenges at Andersen

ANDERSEN AIR FORCE BASE, Guam — Staff Sgt. Michael Taylor (left) and
Senior Airman Joseph Nelson load a bomb on a B-2 here. They are
weapons specialists deployed from the 509th Aircraft Maintenance
Squadron at Whiteman Air Force Base, Mo. Top: Senior Airman Mindy High,
509th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron crew chief, prepares to launch a B-2
Spirit bomber during a mission here. Bomber aircraft have had an ongoing
presence on the island since February 2004. 

For more Guam photos, see Page 3
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By Maj. Joel Fortenberry
509th Contracting Squadron Commander

Leon Alton Palmer was born
April 27, 1945, in Mableton,
Ga., the son of Nelly and

Arvel Palmer. On Aug. 17, 1968,
Army Sgt. Leon Palmer, C Company,
3rd Battalion, 39th Infantry Regiment,
9th Infantry Division, was killed in
Gia Dinh Province, South Vietnam.
He was 23 years old and left behind a
daughter, Linda, and a son, Tony.  

More than 8,000 miles away on that
same August Saturday, I was born in
Tyler, Texas. I was born free and have
known nothing but freedom for all 36
years of my life.

On Sept. 15, 2003, Army Staff Sgt.
Kevin Kimmerly, from North Creek,
N.Y., was killed when his vehicle was

hit by a rocket propelled grenade
while on patrol in Baghdad. Later that
same day, far from the chaos of Iraq,
my son was born in Dayton, Ohio. He
was born free and has known nothing
but freedom for all 19 months of his
short life.

Because you serve today, on the
flight line or off, in a flight suit, battle
dress uniform, or civilian clothes, a
child whose name you may never
know was born free. Because you
repaired a network or guided a convoy,
because you corrected a personnel
record and made sure Airmen were
paid, because you stood watch at the
base perimeter, because you built a
base exchange in the desert, because
you wrote the contract and repaired a
runway, because you flew a mission or
repaired the aircraft with unmatched

skill and expertise, because you tended
to the sick and wounded — our own
and our enemies’ — a child was born
free today.

What an honor and privilege we
have in this wing, this Air Force and
this nation to ensure freedom is the
birthright to new generations of
Americans. Because of you, a child
was born free today in Tyler, Dayton
and in towns all over this country. But
also because of you, children were
born free today in cities called Kabul
and Bagram, Baghdad and Tallil. 

Freedom isn’t earned and its sur-
vival isn’t guaranteed. Rather, freedom
is given to us by the grace of God and
the character of Americans willing to
sacrifice all to see it live on; Americans
like Leon Palmer, Kevin Kimmerly
and you. Thank you. 

By Col. Chris Miller
509th Bomb Wing Commander

OUR NATION’S FUTURE, OUR FAMILIES’
TREASURE. April is the Month of the Military Child. We
often talk of the sacrifices spouses make to support their
loved one’s service, but our children play a huge role, too! 

Kids help out (sometimes) when we deploy. They come
to accept that we’ll miss some important milestones and
daily activities because of temporary duty assignments or
long duty days. They learn to make and leave friends, as
difficult as it is. They have to figure out homework with
tired or absent parents. Yet our children make a great deal
of duty-related “stress” just evaporate when they smile, no
matter how hard it is! 

April’s a month to make extra effort to support these
great military kids, whether your own or someone else’s.
You can do it by getting involved with various youth pro-
grams … or by simply giving a child some more of your
time. Either way, they’re worth it.

TAX SEASON WINDS DOWN. Our volunteer tax
assistance office at the community center closes today.
This team has done a tremendous job! As I write this,
they’ve helped file 1,699 tax returns worth nearly $3 mil-
lion in refunds. Their services would have cost our Airmen
$325,368 if obtained off base. Stop by the community cen-
ter or call 687-6020 if you still need their help. Remember,
the deadline for filing federal tax returns is midnight
tonight. Thanks to the legal office for marshalling this
effort, and to the many agencies on base who loaned
equipment or people to this important annual service.

MAKING THE DRUM-BEATING BUNNY LOOK
TAME. We’ve had a number of great events this week that
took huge effort. First, members of our 509th Security
Forces Squadron visited Sedalia’s Katy Depot Saturday to
show their capabilities as part of this month’s “Heroes of
the Sky” exhibit. 

Sunday, three of our own participated in the “Wheel of
Fortune” taping in Kansas City, Mo., after making it
through several rounds of auditions. The same day,

Whiteman hosted the Oak Ridge Boys, who gave us a
great concert in appreciation for what you do to defend
our country. Monday, more than 30 Airmen from here
presented a giant American flag on the field for the
Kansas City Royals baseball home opener, as a B-2 flew
overhead. 

We did all of this, on top of preparing and executing a
very busy exercise. I can’t say “thanks” enough to the ded-
icated people who volunteered their time, or to the supervi-

sors who allow them latitude to do great things. Well done,
Whiteman style!

0-0-1-3. Our dedicated Airmen Against Drunk Driving
volunteers continue to help keep Airmen out of dangerous
situations — well done! The best way to avoid a dangerous
situation, however, is not to get a ride — it’s to avoid need-
ing it. Remember 0-0-1-3 as your guide: 0 underage drink-
ing, 0 DWIs, 1 drink an hour, 3 drinks a night max. Stick
with that “drink mix” and it’s all good.

CCCC oooo mmmm mmmm aaaa nnnn dddd eeee rrrr ’’’’ssss     CCCC oooo rrrr nnnn eeee rrrr

Because of you ... we are born free

Photo by Senior Airman Joe Lacdan

Senior Airman Azminda Azoca, 509th Aircraft Maintenance Squadron, holds her daughter, Elia, at the
child development center. April is the Month of the Military Child. 

Photo by Senior Airman Joe Lacdan 

Maj. Joel Fortenberry, 509th Contracting
Squadron commander, talks with 1st. Lt. Dave
Morlock and Senior Airman Timothy Vansant,
509th CONS.
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NCOA grads announced
The NCO Academy graduates have

been announced. The following NCOs
completed the course at Maxwell Air
Force Base, Ala. They are: Tech. Sgts.
Timothy Blair, Mark Wenell and
William Johnson, 509th Security Forces
Squadron; Shawn Duensing, Christo-
pher Morris and Marty Johnson, 509th
Logistics Readiness Squadron; Dwayne
Ford, 715th Weapons Squadron; James
Baker, 509th Communications Squadron;
Matthew Normand, 509th Medical Sup-
port Squadron; Michelle Mahurin and
Andrea Warren, 509th Comptroller
Squadron; Michael Truax, 509th Mainte-
nance Squadron; Jeffrey Klein, 509th
Munitions Squadron; Thomas Nevins,
509th Civil Engineer Squadron; and Staff
Sgt. Shane Holtz, 509th SFS.

School holds open house
State Fair Community College, Webster

University and Park University hold an
open house 11 a.m.-1 p.m. today at the
base education and training services center.
Food and refreshments will be provided.

CONS closes temporarily
The 509th Contracting Squadron will

close for a unit function noon-4:15 p.m.
Monday. For contracting emergencies, call
the command post at 687-3778.

509th MedGp limits service
Due to numerous temporary duty

requirements, the 509th Medical Group
will limit service of the facility temporari-
ly beginning Monday. The clinic returns
to full staffing May 6. Patients are asked
to remain patient during this period, when
the number of providers available will be
70 percent. Acute and routine services
will continue to be provided. For preven-
tive services, such as pap smears, physi-
cals and follow-up care, patients are
asked to schedule those after May 6 when
the clinic returns to full staffing. For more
details, call 687-4890.  

Road closure set
The east end of Ellsworth Lane and

Spirit Boulevard is closed to all traffic
except contractors due to the construction
of a new education center. Privately
owned vehicles have been observed using
this street. The street closing is to ensure
a safe working environment for the
Whiteman members and construction
workers at the site. For more details, call
Earnie Macios at 687-6295.

WOSC schedules meeting
The Whiteman Officers’ Spouses’

Club meets at 6:30 p.m. April 28 for
bingo. Prizes will be awarded and food
will be served. You must be a WOSC
member to participate. For more details,
call Michelle Hunt at 563-4858.

Base garage sale set
The Whiteman garage sale takes place

8 a.m.-3 p.m. May 7 in base housing. Off-
base residents may sell items in the Mis-
sion’s End parking lot. The deadline to
sign up is May 3. Sign up at the housing
office or e-mail 2nd Lt. Benjamin Falk at
benjamin.falk@whiteman.af.mil. For
more details, call Lieutenant Falk at 687-
7172.

B-2 aircrews, maintainers adjust to life at Guam

Global 
Presence

ANDERSEN AIR FORCE BASE, Guam —
Above: Senior Airman Mindy High, 509th Air-
craft Maintenance Squadron, reviews proce-
dures before a launch. Top: Staff Sgt. Justin
Donley (right) secures the bomb bay door of
a B-2 here before loading a bomb. He is a
weapons specialist deployed from the 509th
Aircraft Maintenance Squadron at Whiteman
Air Force Base, Mo. Middle left: Weapons
specialists deployed from the 509th Aircraft
Maintenance Squadron, prepares to load a
bomb onto a B-2. Bottom left: Senior Airman
Phillip Ruiz moves a bomb to be loaded onto
a B-2. He’s a 509th AMXS weapons special-
ist.

Airmen of the 509th Bomb Wing
traveled to the tropical island of
Guam to take the challenge of

providing maintenance for the B-2 in a
new environment.
Photos by Master Sgt. Val Gempis

News in brief
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WASHINGTON (AFPN) — Two
new campaign medals announced April
7 recognize servicemembers for their
contributions in Iraq and Afghanistan.

Defense Department officials
announced the Afghanistan Campaign
Medal and Iraq Campaign Medal for
servicemembers who directly supported
Operation Enduring Freedom between
Oct. 24, 2001, and a date to be deter-
mined in the future or Operation Iraqi
Freedom between March 19, 2003, and
some future date.

The new campaign medals were
established by presidential order for ser-
vicemembers who have been assigned,
attached or mobilized to units operating
in these areas, officials said.

Until now, servicemembers deployed
to Afghanistan and Iraq during the des-
ignated timeframes were awarded the
Global War on Terrorism Expeditionary
Medal.

“By awarding separate medals, we
will recognize the specific contribution
that our (servicemembers) have made in
Afghanistan and Iraq,” said Bill Carr,
DOD's principal director of military
personnel policy. “It’s appropriate that
we present them with an award that
truly honors their heroic service in these
operations.”

Servicemembers with the Global War
on Terrorism Expeditionary Medal
remain qualified for it, and officials
said, they may apply for the appropriate
new campaign medal as well.

Servicemembers may receive both of
the new campaign medals if they meet the
requirement for both awards. However,
officials said, the qualifying period of ser-
vice for one award can’t be used to justify
eligibility for the other. 

Just one award of each of the new

medals is authorized, as no service stars
are prescribed.

No servicemember is entitled to wear
all three medals for the same act,
achievement or period of service, offi-
cials said.

The area of eligibility for the
Afghanistan Campaign Medal includes
all the country's land and air spaces. The
Iraq Campaign Medal applies for ser-
vice in Iraq, its waters out to 12 nautical
miles, and the airspace over Iraq and its
12-mile water area.

To qualify for the awards, service-
members must have served in the appro-
priate region for 30 consecutive days or
60 nonconsecutive days, officials said.

Servicemembers also qualify for the
medals if they have been engaged in
combat during an armed engagement,
regardless of the time spent in the area,
or were wounded or injured and
required medical evacuation from the
area of eligibility while participating in
an operation or on official duties.

Regularly assigned aircrew members
flying sorties into, out of, within, or
over the area of eligibility in direct sup-
port of military operations also qualify,
with each day of operations counting as
one day of eligibility.

On the uniform, the Afghanistan
Campaign Medal will be positioned
below the Kosovo Campaign Medal and
above the Iraq Campaign Medal. The
Iraq Campaign Medal will be positioned
below the Afghanistan Campaign Medal
and above the Global War on Terrorism
Expeditionary Medal.

Each military department will serve
as the awarding authority for the new
campaign medals and issue regulations
for processing, awarding and wearing
them, officials said. 

Medals recognize service

By Jim Garamone
American Forces Press Service

WASHINGTON (AFPN) — Defense
Secretary Donald Rumsfeld said he would
like to see sweeping changes to the mili-
tary services’ personnel systems.

In particular, Secretary Rumsfeld said,
he would like to do away with the system
that forces servicemembers out at the
prime of their careers and moves people
between jobs too quickly.

The system that moves people up then
out when they are “at the peak of their
capabilities” does the country “a big disser-
vice,” the secretary said.

Secretary Rumsfeld said he is frequently
frustrated to see top-notch servicemem-
bers, many just 38 or 40 years old, forced
to leave the military — taking with them
extensive experience they could share with
others. 

“Why would we do that?” he said.
“Why wouldn’t we want that person
around, and the confidence and knowledge
and experience” the individual brings to
the table?

Yet, despite widespread recognition of
what such servicemembers are still capable
of contributing, Secretary Rumsfeld said
the personnel system “just keeps shoving
them up and out.”

This just does not make sense, particu-
larly at a time when people “live longer
and are healthier longer,” Secretary Rums-
feld said. 

Secretary Rumsfeld acknowledged that
not everyone wants to extend their military
careers, but he said those who do “should
not be penalized or prevented from doing
that.”

The secretary said he would also like to

change the system that moves people too
quickly from one job to the next. “We’ve
found an awful lot of wonderfully talented
people who have moved through their posi-
tions too fast,” he said.

This cuts down on the learning process
and their ability to master a job, he said. 

“How do you learn? You learn in life by
doing things and sometimes making mis-
takes, being there to see the mistake (and)
correcting the mistake,” he said.

Spending too little time in one job cuts
this process short and keeps people from
getting the in-depth experience they need
to master the job, Secretary Rumsfeld said. 

“You spend some time getting familiar
with (a job), some time doing it, then some
time leaving,” he said. “And you don’t
really get very good at it, and you are
rarely around long enough to get down to
the second and third level of knowledge
and confidence.”

Allowing those who want to serve
longer in the military and extending the
tours of those who do could contribute to
“a vastly better military,” the secretary
said.

Extending duty assignments would
increase servicemembers’ competence in
their jobs, save the Defense Department in
moving costs and reduce the disruption
constant moves impose on the military.

At the same time, extended tour lengths
would reduce the disruption military life
imposes on families. 

“We bring families in today, not just
military personnel, and to the extent that
we can keep people with fewer (moves),
there is less disruption on kids in school
and less disruption for spouse employment
practices,” Secretary Rumsfeld said. “And
that’s a good thing.”

Rumsfeld supports longer tours 
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Photo by Senior Airman Joe Lacdan

Airman 1st Class Duong Ngo, 509th Logistics Readiness Squadron, is the
daughter of former South Vietnamese Captain Xe Ngo, who served during
the Vietnam War.

Whiteman celebrates Asian-Pacific Islander month

A story of generations
Airman inspired by father’s service
By Senior Airman Joe Lacdan
Public Affairs

In her homeland, Airman 1st Class
Duong Ngo looked over countless
rows of rice crops while growing up

on the south Vietnamese countryside, in
rural Ben Tre. 

Today, she looks over rows of deploy-
ment equipment at the 509th Logistics
Readiness Squadron mobility warehouse
here. 

The mobility flight technician tracks the
shelf life of items such as gas masks,
gloves and mask canisters for more than
2,000 mobility bags. She is the liason for
the Mobility Inventory Control and
Accountability System, a position normally
filled by a seasoned NCO. Airman Ngo
also trains her peers in MICAS.

“She is tasked with more work than any-
one in Mobility (flight),” said her supervi-
sor, Staff Sgt. Cheron Nieves. “She’s the
best Airman I’ve ever worked for or
worked with. She’s mature for her age.”

Airman Ngo said part of her maturity and
work ethic comes from her father, 63-year-
old Xe Ngo, who served as a captain in the
South Vietnamese army from 1968-1975.
Her father led a South Vietnamese infantry
company against the North Vietcong com-
munist armies during the Vietnam War.

“That’s part of why I’m in the service
right now,” said the 20-year-old.

March 29 marked the 30th anniversary
of communists’ victory in the Vietnam War.
After the war, North Vietnamese troops put
Airman Ngo’s father along with thousands
of South Vietnamese soldiers in concentra-
tion camps. He wasn’t released from the
camp until six years later. Stripped of his
military rank and with only a few belong-
ings, Mr. Ngo started a rice farm, where
the family lived until 1993. 

She said her father told her stories
about families of South Vietnamese sol-
diers who were slain only because the sol-
diers served the South Vietnamese army.
Airman Ngo said hearing about her
father’s experiences helps her appreciate
her life in America.

“I just value things more in life,” she
said. “I’m lucky I didn’t go through what
he did in his generation. It makes me see
things in a different way. I don’t take

things for granted.”
Airman Ngo’s last memories of her

home in South Vietnam were chasing crabs
that crept onto the family farm with friends
and fishing on a stream in her front yard.
She lived in Ben Tre until she was 8 years
old.

In 1993, the U.S. government awarded
Mr. Ngo and his family passage to the
United States for his military service dur-
ing the war, and his time in the camp. So
Mr. Ngo, his wife, Mai Bui, and their six
children left the communist country for
Amarillo, Texas. 

As an elementary student in a new
country, Airman Ngo said she had trouble
making friends. She knew only a few
English words.

“It was kind of hard, just trying to com-
municate with other people at school,” Air-
man Ngo said.

But a year later, she said English began
to come easily to her.

“I like learning new things and meeting
new people,” Airman Ngo said.

Her ability to learn knew skills quickly
carried over to her duties in the mobility
flight section, she said.

“Airman Ngo is really focused on
everything she does,” Sergeant Nieves
said. “She’s an inspiration for everyone.”

Airman Ngo set her goals high not only
in the workplace, but the classroom. She
plans to major in Biology after graduating
from State Fair Community College, with
dreams of attending medical school.

In 2001, her father suffered damage to
his hearing after bumping his head in a
traffic accident. Unable to continue his
job at a meat packing plant in Amarillo,
her mother had to shoulder the workload,
raising Airman Ngo’s three younger sib-
lings.

“He’s never been the same,” she says.
“(My father’s illness) is very hard on the
family.”

Because of this, Airman Ngo sends her
mother $200 a month. She knows if her
parents didn’t make the sacrifice of leaving
their home, she would not enjoy the free-
doms and quality of life she does today. 

“I would probably still be working on
the farm,” she said.

And, probably still standing amid rows
of rice crops.
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KANSAS CITY, Mo. — Master Sgt. Ardyth Scott was the featured piccolo
player during the U.S. Air Force Band and Singing Sergeants concert April
8 at the Midland Theater here. The band played pieces from “Academic
Festival Overture” by Johannes Brahms to “Manhattan Beach” by John
Philip Sousa.

KANSAS CITY, Mo. — Under the direction of Col. Dennis Layendecker,
commander and music director, the U.S. Air Force Band and Singing
Sergeants entertained an audience of more than 1,000 April 8 at the Mid-
land Theater here. This was the first time in more than 10 years the band
performed in the Kansas City area. The band is the Air Force’s premier
musical organization. Its mission is to enhance the Air Force’s image and
esprit de corps through musical support activities. For more information
about the band and it’s tour schedule visit http://www.usafband.com.

Photos by Staff Sgt. Francesca Popp
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By Chief Master Sgt. Vicki Orcutt
509th Bomb Wing 
Command Chief Master Sergeant 

All of us know the 509th Bomb Wing’s
motto, “Follow Us” is about our mission
which is to kick down the doors and kill
targets. Because of our mission, other Air
Force assets are free to operate in a safer
environment. 

This mission puts an enormous respon-
sibility on our Airmen to ensure we exe-
cute flawlessly because lives are at stake.
We proved we can take care of business
when we were the first ones involved in
Operation Iraqi Freedom!  

I also look at our motto as a personal
goal — one worthy of being followed!
Every time I see our motto, it makes me
think about setting the standards and
being the example others want to follow.
Our motto is a constant reminder there is
always someone following our lead.  

So how can we be someone worth fol-
lowing? First, read Air Force Instruction
36-2618, The Enlisted Force Structure,
which is available online. This is a must
read. It provides a road map for success
at every level of enlisted members’ devel-
opment and provides a guide for the civil-
ian and officers who supervise enlisted
members. This instruction tells us what
we should be doing so when people fol-
low us we’re leading them in the right
direction. 

The AFI isn’t long but it’s daunting
when you really absorb the level of effort
and responsibility placed on enlisted mem-
bers at any given point in their professional
and career development. For me, putting
the instruction into five categories helps. 

✔ First — Be good at what you do.  
Sounds pretty easy but in reality it’s a

difficult task. Everyone must perform at
the desired level for the mission to be
accomplished. Manpower is assigned
based on an average output and when one
person doesn’t do their fair share, others
must do more. 

So make sure you give your best effort
and get to work on time. If you’re in the
middle of upgrade training, you need to
complete career development courses in a
timely manner. With technology changing
so rapidly we also need to be well versed
in the latest and greatest application so
we can also effectively supervise our
troops.  

✔ Second — Look good. Always try and
be the example of how to wear the uniform
or how to welcome distinguished visitors.
We never want to be the one who looks like
their battle dress uniforms have turned to
desert camouflage uniforms. Take care of
your uniforms and buy new ones when
needed. 

Also make sure you’re fit. Personally, I
don’t care if you score a 100 or a 77 on
your assessment. As long as you’re work-
ing out with your unit, getting your subor-

dinates out with the unit, and meeting the
Air Force standards, you are the one I want
to follow!

✔ Third — Get Involved. Without your
contributions, many programs would not
run. It’s all of you who coach our children,
run Boy Scouts and give time at the local
schools. Keep on doing what you do. If
you’re not involved, try to find the time. I
find it difficult to take part in volunteer
programs without volunteering for a simi-
lar program myself. Find your niche and
give a little of your time to it. 

Consider getting involved with our pri-
vate and professional organizations on the
base including Airmen’s Council, Air Force
Assistance Fund, Tier 2, Top 3, Air Force
Sergeant’s Association, Company Grade
Officer’s Association and more. Everyone
who’s a member of the U.S. Air Force
should be part of a professional organiza-
tion. Without the support of these organiza-
tions, we would not have many of the qual-
ity-of-life enhancements we have received
over the years. Additionally, all of us
should support our Air Force clubs and the
best way to support them is through mem-
bership.     

✔ Fourth — Improve Yourself.  Enlisted
members should complete their Community
College of the Air Force degree as soon as
possible. It makes Airmen better on the job
and at the same time lets them know col-
lege is something they can do if they want
to continue their education. Take part in
professional military education programs as
soon as possible — both officer and enlist-
ed. You and your subordinates will benefit
from this.

✔ Fifth — Balance.  As a leader, you
must show balance in your life so your
subordinates will be able to as well.
Make time for the soccer games and the
church programs. We talk about family
and friends being our priority but we
need to make sure our talk is reflected in
the way we walk. 

Find out what your subordinates do
for fun and make sure you allow them
the time to have it! If you’re new to the
service, find balance in how you have
fun. If fun is always about the clubs, find
something else that interests you to open
your eyes to something new and differ-
ent.

As I put pen to paper, it became clear
that it certainly takes a lot to be worthy to
have folks follow you. Always remember,
even if you don’t want anyone to follow
you they will. So make every effort to
lead them in the right direction. It’s our
responsibility to train and grow our
replacements and because of that relation-
ship they have to “follow us” — let’s
hope they want to.

(Editor’s note: The Chief’s Counsel
gives Whiteman chief master sergeants an
opportunity to give younger Airmen the
benefit of lessons learned through years
of successful Air Force Service to the
nation. This will be an ongoing monthly
feature.)

Chief’s CounselChief’s Counsel
“Our motto is a con-
stant reminder that
there is always some-
one following our
lead.”

— Chief Master Sgt. Vicki Orcutt
509th Bomb Wing Command Chief Master Sergeant

This space is
reserved for 

advertisements



10 • FRIDAY, APRIL 15, 2005 • WHITEMAN SPIRIT

By Terri Lukach
American Forces Press Service

WASHINGTON (AFPN) — Defense
Department officials are working to reduce
stress on the force and negate the need for
more people in uniform, a top official said
here April 6.

“Transformation of how the U.S. mili-
tary is structured … is the biggest way in

which the department is working to reduce
demand on U.S. forces,” said undersecre-
tary of defense for personnel and readiness
Dr. David Chu in testimony on Capitol Hill.
“This will be accomplished by converting
capabilities in both the active and reserve
components that are in lesser demand to a
higher priority structure.”

Dr. Chu and several other military per-
sonnel officials from the services testified

before the personnel subcommittee of the
Senate Armed Services Committee. He said
rebalancing the force from one based on
threats, as it was during the Cold War, to a
force based on capabilities will improve
responsiveness and ease stress on units and
people by building up high-demand capa-
bilities.

Dr. Chu outlined the department’s four
primary methods for restructuring the

force:
✔ Limiting the involuntary mobilization

of individual reservists to achieve a reason-
able and sustainable rate.

✔ Rebalancing the mix of active and
reserve-component forces to make the most
of needed skill sets. 

✔ Speeding military-to-civilian conver-

Official details DOD efforts to transform, retain quality force

See DOD, Page 14

This space is reserved for advertisements
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Program to fully replace PCS losses
Full replacement value for lost or damaged items is

among several changes taking effect in October as part of
a new program called “Families First,” which aims to
improve the moving process for military families. Under
the current claims process, servicemembers only receive a
depreciated value for property that is lost or damaged.  

Servicemembers will be encouraged to complete a
Web-based customer satisfaction survey that measures the
performance of carriers, and that survey will become part
of that carrier’s record. If the carrier’s performance is
poor, then the amount of business he’s going to get from
the government is going to fall off or stop completely. 

Vet centers offer grief counseling
Department of Veterans Affairs officials are offering

grief counseling to families of servicemembers who die
while on active duty. VA’s readjustment counseling office
offers the counseling services at its 206 community-based
vet centers throughout the United States, including Guam,
Puerto Rico and the Virgin Islands.  

Counselors will respond to families’ needs, often meet-
ing with them the same day they are contacted. They will
keep clinics open late to accommodate families’ sched-
ules and network with other service organizations to
reach families in need. 

Families requesting more information or services also
can contact readjustment counseling service officials
directly at 202-273-9116 or by e-mail at vet.center@
hq.med.va.gov.  

Around the Air Force The Whiteman Spirit wants to feature you.
Do you, or does someone you know, have a story idea you’d like to see in

the paper? Let our staff know about it.
For more information, call 687-6133 or e-mail 

whiteman.spirit@whiteman.af.mil.

This space is
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Photos by Master Sgt. Gregory Scott

Lt. Col. Scott Young, 509th Operations Group, explains the B-2 bomb bay to
the Oak Ridge Boys members. A fact little known to most, the Oak Ridge
Boys have distant ties to the 509th Bomb Wing. The original ORB group, con-
ceived in 1943 as the Oak Ridge Quartet, began performing country and
gospel music in Oak Ridge, Tenn. — entertaining personnel associated with
the Manhattan project to develop the atomic bomb. That weapon would later
be dropped by Col. Paul Tibbets Jr. of the 509th Composite Group.

By 1st Lt. Ed Gulick
Public Affairs

For the first time, the Grammy Award
winning country music group the Oak Ridge
Boys performed a free concert for Team
Whiteman at the 5-bay hangar here Sunday. 

“You are the tip of the spear — the invisi-
ble tip,” said Oak Ridge Boy singer Joe Bon-
sall, during the concert. This brought
applause and cheers from the audience.

The visit was sponsored by Robert Rosen-
thal’s “Spirit of America Tour.” The non-
profit organization seeks country music acts
to donate their time and talents to play at
stateside military bases, said Whiteman’s
event coordinator Meladee Bay.

Mrs. Bay, 509th Services Squadron, said
the original idea came when a Northrop
Grumman executive sat next to Mr. Rosen-
thal on a commercial flight and discussed the
possibility of bringing an act to Whiteman.

It wasn’t long after that Mr. Rosenthal
contacted Whiteman to bring the Oak Ridge
Boys here.

Once the date was confirmed, Mrs. Bay
set to work, preparing every detail of the
visit. Meetings were held and decisions were
made. In the end, Mrs. Bay described the
event as a huge success.

“The music was wonderful, the audience
was enthusiastic and it was a great day,” she
said. “But none of it could have happened
without the wonderful support of the base. I
had great people help with the coordination
and great volunteers who came out (Sunday)
to help with moving the stage and all the
equipment that was necessary.”

One key part of planning was security.
The 509th Security Forces Squadron was
tasked with providing personal security for
the Oak Ridge Boys and ensuring a safe
environment for the everyone.

Staff Sgt. Alderton, 509th SFS, said they
used a canine to ensure the 5-bay and the
Oak Ridge Boys’ dressing room were secure. 

“I met all of the Oak Ridge Boys. They
expressed how proud they were of the job the
Air Force does.” said Sergeant Alderton.
“They all shook my hand and told me
‘Thanks.’”

The Oaks showed their thanks while per-
forming.

Captain Corey Hummel, 509th Operations
Support Squadron, and his family were
among the more than 800 Team Whiteman
members who attended the concert.

“I’ve been a fan of them for a long time,”
the weather flight commander said. “I
thought it (the concert) was awesome, and
that they took time out of their busy schedule
to come and pay tribute to us.”

Master Sgt. Regina Anderson, 509th
Bomb Wing, hadn’t planned on attending the
concert, but was inspired by their message.

“My first reaction (of finding out they
were coming to Whiteman) was ‘Why?’”
Sergeant Andersen said. “But when we went
to see them, the message they brought us of
hope and freedom and a reminder of how
important our mission is was overwhelming
... and when we sang the national anthem
together, it brought tears to my eyes.”

According to the Spirit of America Tour
Web site, bringing quality entertainment and
boosting morale is why Mr. Rosenthal spends
his time and money bringing these events to
America’s servicemembers.

“I live in the greatest country in the
world,” Mr. Rosenthal said. “And the reason
it’s the greatest country in the world is
because you (the military) are keeping it the
greatest country in the world.” 

Oak Ridge Boys:An ‘American Made’ concert

Oak Ridge Boys Duane Allen, Joe Bonsall, William Lee Golden and Richard Sterban performed a free concert for the
Whiteman community Sunday. More than 800 people attended the concert held in the 442nd Fighter Wing 5-bay
hangar. Inset photo: Band members Ryan Pierce and Don Carr entertain the crowd with an energetic jam session.

After the concert, the Oak Ridge
Boys spoke with base members
and signed autographs. Here,
William Lee Golden signs an
autograph for Master Sgt. Regi-
na Anderson, 509th Bomb Wing.
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Photo by Airman 1st Class Ryan Wilson

Photo by Staff Sgt. Francesca Popp

Photo by Airman 1st Class Ryan Wilson

KANSAS CITY, Mo. — For the first time in its 22
seasons on air, “Wheel of Fortune” taped 15
shows at Bartle Hall here April 8-Sunday. The
custom-designed set (top photo) featured images
of Kansas City, prizes to be won, the contestant
area, the puzzle board and seating for 3,000 peo-
ple. 
Colleen Delery (top left), who retired April 1 as a
technical sergeant from the 509th Munitions
Squadron, is interviewed by the local media after
filming the show.
Capt. Matt Calhoun (bottom left), 394th Combat
Training Squadron, spins the wheel. Captain Cal-
houn was the only active-duty member selected
as a contestant to participate in “Wheel of For-
tune’s Kansas City Week” shows.
Bob Martinez (top right) was one of the three
Team Whiteman members selected to participate
on the game show. Mr. Martinez is the husband
of Pat Martinez, 509th Civil Engineer Squadron.

Game show
features three

Team Whiteman
members

By Staff Sgt. Francesca Popp
Public Affairs

KANSAS CITY, Mo. — Three Team Whiteman mem-
bers had the opportunity to spin the wheel and buy a
vowel.

The nationally syndicated game show “Wheel of For-
tune” filmed three weeks of its program at Bartle Hall here
April 8-Sunday.

Colleen Delery, Capt. Matt Calhoun and Bob Martinez
were three of the 45 contestants selected to be on the
show. However, they each endured a long process to make
the final cut. 

In October, the “Wheelmobile” — “Wheel of For-
tune’s” traveling show — made its way to the Kansas City
area and held open auditions. One of those auditions was
held at Whiteman Air Force Base. 

Nearly 500 people attended that event and then waited
several months to find out whether or not they were going
to go to the next round of auditions. 

“I feel extremely proud and humble,” Captain Calhoun,
394th Combat Training Squadron, said when asked about
representing Team Whiteman and the Air Force. “I know
there were a lot of people who went from Whiteman to
‘Wheelmobile’ to try out.” 

Mr. Martinez, husband of Pat Martinez, 509th Civil
Engineer Squadron, agreed. He said it was an honor to be
selected among all those people who were at the armory
that day. 

“I feel good about (my selection) because it’s not like
you just put your name in and you’re in. It was quite a pro-
cess,” Mr. Martinez said. “I went to the ‘Wheelmobile’
audition and was selected to attend the next round of audi-
tions. (While at the semi-final auditions,) I was called on
to play several times. I didn’t know if that was good or
bad. I asked the lady next to me whether this was good or
bad. She said it was good to be called on.”

Leading up to the filming of the shows, each person
said they prepared themselves by watching “Wheel of For-
tune,” playing the handheld version of the game and hav-
ing family members quiz them.

“My daughter made up word games for me,” said Mrs.
Delery, who recently retired as a technical sergeant from
the 509th Munitions Squadron. “I had a lot of help from
home. My family was always quick to tell me when the
show was about to come on.”

The day of the tapings each person said they were ner-
vous and excited, but found ways to overcome those
nerves. Captain Calhoun said it’s easy to watch the game
at home, but becomes more difficult to play the real thing.

“I was extremely nervous beforehand. Once I got up
there, I felt pretty calm,” he said. “One way I figured out
to calm myself was to look at the other players and realize
they’re up there with me. I looked at Pat (Sajak, the
show’s host) and talked with him, because he’s real per-
sonable and interacted with me. All that together helped

me calm down quite a bit.”
Besides being nervous, contestants said the game

show’s set was much different then what they expected.
The puzzle board seemed much smaller in person than on
TV, and the wheel is harder to spin because it’s heavy.
They also had to really concentrate on the puzzle and used
letter boards, and forget there were cameras all around and
3,000 people watching in the studio audience.

“All that put together changes how well a person
thinks,” Captain Calhoun said.

Each Airman was able to overcome all the challenges
and solved at least one puzzle. To see Team Whiteman’s
results, watch the show during “Kansas City Week,”
scheduled to air May 12 and 13. 

Photo by Staff Sgt. Francesca Popp
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sions to free up forces for military duties.
✔ Investing in new information age technologies, preci-

sion weapons, unmanned air and sea vehicles, and other
less manpower-intensive platforms and technologies to
relieve stress on the force. 

Department officials also are increasing the “jointness”
of U.S. military forces and spreading mission requirements
across the force “to ease the burden on some high-demand,
low-density units and skills,” Dr. Chu said. He also said
the purpose of reserve components has changed, and that a
mission-ready National Guard is a critical element of
national security strategy.

“This is not a strategic reserve that we use only during
and after planned mobilization or in the event of a major
war,” Dr. Chu said, “but a force that contributed between
12 and 13 million duty days annually from (fiscal) 1998 to
(fiscal) 2001.” 

Portions of the reserve components have been opera-
tional since they were called up for Operation Desert
Storm in the early 1990s, he said.

Because the National Guard is both an integral part of the
military’s “total force mission capability” and a “critical ele-
ment in a governor’s response to natural disasters,” that com-
ponent will continue to have dual missions, Dr. Chu said.

He said that America’s military faces many challenges. 
“Where it does,” he said, “particularly in the area of

recruiting, retention and stress, we carefully monitor the
current status and take measures to resolve problems.”

Department officials continually review compensation
packages “to ensure they are adequate to meet the needs of
recipients” and work jointly in many areas “to take full
advantage of the strength that comes from combining
resources and knowledge,” Dr. Chu said.

“We are guided by the understanding that people are
more than just numbers, and budgets are more than just
sums in columns,” he said. 

DOD, from Page 10
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All schools graduation 2005

All schools graduation for Community
College of the Air Force, State Fair Com-
munity College, Park University and Web-
ster University begins at 6 p.m. May 6 at
the SFCC main campus in Sedalia.
Refreshments will be served.

Chapel sponsors study
The base chapel is sponsoring a young

adult study of the “Purpose Driven Life”
beginning at 6 p.m. Sunday. Free pizza,
snacks and beverages will be provided.  

A young adult bible study takes place 6
p.m. Thursday. For more details, call the
base chapel at 687-3652.

AFA, MOAA meet Tuesday

The Air Force Association Chapter 299
and the Military Officers Association of
America meet at noon Tuesday at Mis-
sion’s End. The speakers are Mary Posner,
Salute to Veterans director from Columbia,
Mo., and Col. Leon Hoffsette, University
of Missouri Air Force ROTC detachment
commander. For more details, call Lt. Col.
Fred Niblock at 687-6962.

Sign up for Head Start

Missouri Valley Community Action
Agency is accepting applications through
May 27 from families with 3- to 5-year-
olds for enrollment in the fall 2005 Head
Start classes.

Educational, social, medical, dental and
nutritional services are free for 3- to 5-
year-olds, including those with disabilities
and from families with limited income liv-
ing in Johnson County. Services are also
available to pregnant women and for chil-
dren up to 5 years old. Call the Head Start
in Knob Noster at 563-3751 or in Warrens-
burg at 660-429-1144 to apply or for more
details.

Attic patrons need ID

The Airmen’s Attic is open to airmen
basic to staff sergeants and their family
members. Patrons must have an ID card to
use the attic. Donations are welcome and
may be dropped off 10 a.m.-2 p.m. Mon-
days, Wednesdays and Fridays. The attic is
in need of a television and DVD or VCR
donation for a children’s area. If you can
help with this, call the family support cen-
ter at 687-7132.

CPF limited service
The civilian personnel flight is closed

May 10 due to staff professional develop-
ment. People can leave a message at 687-
6475. In case of an emergency, call 687-
3659.

Top 3 meets Thursday
The Whiteman Top 3 meets at 3 p.m.

Thursday at Mission’s End. Nominees for
president, vice president, secretary and
treasurer will be taken for the June elec-
tions. 

The nominee must be present to accept.
Attendees will also be asked to approve the
new constitution and bylaws. They will be
e-mailed to the Whiteman Top 3 e-mail
address Thursday. For more details, call
Senior Master Sgt. Steve Poole, Top 3
president, at 687-5073. 

Volunteer reception set
Whiteman volunteers and their families

are invited to attend a reception at 5:30
p.m. Wednesday at the community center.
R.S.V.P. to the family support center by
Wednesday.

Workshop to write resumes
A hands-on workshop to help people

through the resume writing process begins
at 8 a.m. Wednesday. Reservations are
required.

Safety training available
Youth 12 and older can learn basic safe-

ty, nutrition, first aid, and infant and child
CPR at 8 a.m. April 22. Reservations are
required.

Pre-separation briefing set
A pre-separation briefing begins at 8

a.m. Monday. Representatives from the
military personnel flight, family support
center, Reserves and finance will provide
information. For more information, call
687-1500 or 687-6720.

TAP class set
A three-day transition assistance pro-

gram for people separating or retiring
from the military begins at 8 a.m. Tues-
day. 

Attendees will learn basic resume
writing skills, interviewing skills, salary
negotiation, and receive information on
education and Veterans Administration
benefits. Reservations are required to
attend.

Education
For more details, visit the education center Web site at
https://wwwmil.whiteman.af.mil/509mss/educ/home-

page.htm

Community

Family Support
Call 687-7132 for more details on these events or other

family support center activities. Events take place at
the FSC.
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Menus
Knob Noster Elementary School

Monday: Bean burrito, mixed vegetables, Jell-O 
and an apple

Tuesday: Beef stroganoff, salad, fruit and a 
cookie

Wednesday: Spaghetti with meat sauce, green beans,
pineapple chunks, fruit chew and a roll

Thursday: Mr. Rib, pork and beans, pears and cake
April 22: No school

Whiteman Elementary School 

Monday: Corn dog, french fries, peas and a 
cookie

Tuesday: Catfish nuggets, macaroni and cheese, 
salad and pudding

Wednesday: Chicken nuggets, mashed potatoes with 
gravy, green beans, yogurt and a roll

Thursday: Pizza, salad, corn and fruit cobbler 
April 22: No school

Chapel ServicesChapel Services
Catholic

Eucharist (Mass): 
11:30 a.m. Tuesdays-Fridays
5 p.m. Saturdays
9 a.m. Sundays

Religious education:
10:45 a.m. Sundays at the base 
education and training services center

Scripture study:
6 p.m.

Protestant
General worship:

11 a.m. Sundays
Gospel:

1 p.m. Sundays
Sunday School:

9:30 a.m. Sundays
Youth:

4 p.m. 
AWANA:

5 p.m.

Additional worship opportunities are offered through
various lay councils, organizations and activities. 

For more information, call 687-3652.

Aerobics
Schedule

For more details about these
classes, call the fitness cen-
ter at 687-5496.

Mondays — 5:45 a.m.
Cycling, 12:15 p.m. Turbokick, 5:15 p.m.
Core Strength, 6:15 p.m. Yoga and 8 p.m.
Cardio Kickbox

Tuesdays — 9 a.m. Pilates, 11:30 a.m.
Extreme Fitness, 4:30 p.m. Cycling and
6:15 p.m. Kick n’ Step

Wednesdays — 5:45 a.m. Cycling, 12:15
p.m. Bounce n’ Burn and 5:15 p.m. Core
Strength

Thursdays — 9 a.m. Pilates, 11:30 a.m.
Extreme Fitness, 4:30 p.m. Cycling and 8
p.m. Cardio Kickbox

Fridays — 5:45 a.m. Cycling and 12:15
p.m. Turbokick

This space is reserved for 
advertisements
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Photos by Staff Sgt. Francesca Popp

KANSAS CITY, Mo. — The Kansas City Royals hosted its home opener
against the Seattle Mariners Monday. During the pregame ceremony,
more than 30 Team Whiteman members displayed a 150-foot American
flag, the base honor guard presented the colors and a B-2 flew over
Kauffman Stadium on the last note of the national anthem. The honor
guard members were Senior Airmen Chaz Jacobsen, Brennen Willing
and Brian Banach, and Airman 1st Class Daniel Rivera. Capts. Ben
Both and Geoff Billingsley, 509th Operations Support and 325th Bomb
squadrons, respectively, flew the bomber.

Opening day

KANSAS CITY, Mo. — The Kansas
City Royals announced a special Military
Appreciation Ticket Program for the 2005
season. The program is designed to honor
people in all branches of military service,
including the National Guard. Active and
retired military members and their families
will receive free admission to any Sunday-
Thursday home game during the season.
Details of the Military Appreciation Ticket
Program are outlined below.

✔ People must possess a valid military
ID. Tickets are limited to four per military
family.

✔ Tickets are available for all Sunday-
Thursday home games, based on availabili-
ty. Due to advance sales, May 22 game
against the St. Louis Cardinals won’t be

available.
✔ Seat locations are in the lower-level

outfield plaza sections.
✔ Tickets are distributed only on game

days at the guest ticket window located on
the home plate side of Kauffman Stadium.
The window opens 90 minutes before all
Sunday-Thursday games.

“The Royals want to recognize the
unparalleled sacrifices that members of the
military make to secure our freedoms on a
daily basis,” said Royals President Dan
Glass. “This special program for the 2005
season will enable us to reach out to the
military community and provide an oppor-
tunity for these deserving individuals to
enjoy a day at the ballpark with their fami-
lies.”

Program provides free tickets to military 

Photo by Senior Airman Joe Lacdan

Volleyball playoffs rescheduled
Ashley Grindstaff, 509th Communications Squadron intramural volley-
ball player, returns a serve during the 509th CS team’s loss to the 509th
Operations Support Squadron April 5. Due to an exercise, the White-
man Intramural League volleyball playoffs, start April 12, begin at 5:30
p.m. Tuesday at the fitness center. The semifinal round begins at 5:30
p.m. Wednesday. The championship is at 7:45 p.m. Wednesday. For
more details, call the fitness center at 687-5496.

Sports shorts
Golf tournament scheduled
The 509th Mission Support Group hosts

a spring golf tournament beginning at 11
a.m. April 22 at Royal Oaks Golf Course.
Tournament fees for airmen basic-senior
airmen are $27. The fee is $30 for staff
sergeants and above, and captains and
below. For majors and above, the fee is
$32. Tournament fees include greens fees
and cart rental. Prizes will be awarded for
the closest to the pin and the longest drive.

Performance packages are available for
$10 per team. The packages include two
mulligans, string and two red tee shots.

The tournament will be comprised of 36
four-man teams. For more details or to
sign up, call Tech. Sgt. Horace Methvin at
687-6613 or e-mail at
horace.methvin@whiteman.af.mil.

Base soccer team wins two
The Whiteman varsity soccer team

defeated a team from Offut Air Force
Base, Neb., 4-1 April 1 and tied 4-4 April
2. Anyone who wishes to play for the
team, call Staff. Sgt. Joe Amegatcher at
687-1367 or e-mail at joseph.amegatch-
er@whiteman.af.

Intramural League

TEAMTEAM WW LL
MUNS 12 1
CES 12 1
SFS 9 4
CS 7 6
OSS 5 8
CPTS 4 9
MXS 2 11
MOS 0 13

Extramural League

TEAMTEAM WW LL
Chiefs 8 2
AMXS 7 2
MedGp 7 4
442 6 4
CS 1 8
SVS 0 7

Volleyball standings
(Final regular season)



Skills Development Center
687-5691

Children’s stenciling class
Children can take a class 3-5 p.m. Wednesday at the skills
development center. Children will be supplied with a
paper mache’ box and paint. They will be taught how to
decorate their boxes using stenciling techniques. The $10
cost incudes supplies.

Staying open late
The skills development center is open until 8 p.m.
Wednesdays for your convenience. This is a good opportu-
nity for people to work on projects, get help and advice
with crafts or pick up a new hobby.

Framing class
Become certified to cut single and double mats, assemble,
cut glass and join a frame. Students must bring a 5x7 or
smaller picture to frame. The cost is $25.

Youth Center
687-5586 

Month of the Military Child Celebration
Families are invited to swim 7-9 p.m. April 22 at the War-
rensburg Community Center. Celebrate this special occa-
sion honoring the military child. Children 9 and younger
must be accompanied by an adult. This is a free event!

Silver Dollar City and caving trip
Fifth-seventh graders can at meet at 8 a.m. April 30 at the
youth center to board a van for a field trip to Silver Dollar
City in Branson, Mo. Youths will go through the Marvel
Cave while in the park, as well as enjoy the rides. Partici-
pants should bring extra money for food and drinks. The
youth center will pay for the admission into the park. Sign
up early because spots are limited. The cost is $10 for

members and $12 for nonmembers. The cost is offset by
Air Combat Command Trail funds. Payment is due at the
time of registration. The van will return by 9 p.m.

Teen Center
687-5819

Worlds of Fun trip
Teens can enjoy a day at the amusement park in Kansas
City, Mo., 8 a.m.-8 p.m. April 30. Ride roller coasters and
many other rides. Bring money for admission into the park
and for food. Sign up now.

Community Center
687-5617

Halo competition
Mature players are welcome to participate 11 a.m.-4 p.m.
Saturday in  HALO gaming. The cost is $1 per person.

Skate park certification class
Become certified to use the skate park at 5 p.m. Wednes-
day at the community center. There is a $5 registration fee.
Skaters under 18 years old must be accompanied by a par-
ent to sign a liability waiver form. 

Earth Day spirit
Learn about native fish, snakes, birds of prey and natural
resources from environmentalist Neil Bass 8:30 a.m.-4
p.m. April 23 at Skelton Park. This is a free event.

Tony Hawk video game tournament 
Compete in a tournament beginning at 2 p.m. April 23 at
the community center. Participants 16 and younger must
be accompanied by an adult. Prizes will be awarded. The
cost is $2.

Youth and Teen flea market
Spring cleaning was never so much fun. Youths can sell
unwanted stuff and home crafts at a flea market beginning
at 1 p.m. April 23. Youths 16 and younger must be accom-
panied by an adult. This is a free event.

Health for every body 
Sign up for a five-session course to help develop a new
attitude and put together a lifelong eating and fitness plan.
The cost of this course is $40 payable at the time of regis-
tration. Classes are 4:45-6:45 p.m. Wednesdays starting
May 4. Sign up by April 26 by contacting the University
Extension 660-584-3658 or by calling the community cen-
ter 687-5617.

Snoopy Lives
Children 5 and older can make a recycled Snoopy Bank
with their parent 1-2 p.m. April 30. Participants can enjoy
an entertaining and educational film “The Rotten Truth.”
This is a free event.

Family Child Care
687-1180

Want a profitable home-based career?
Providers are needed to provide care for the following:
evenings, weekends, swing shift workers, infants, special
needs and mildly ill children. The Air Force is now offer-
ing a subsidy for providers who are willing to meet these
critical needs. Providers who hold a standard license are
subsidized $125 a week per qualifying child. Providers
with chronic health problems are accepted.

Outdoor Recreation
687-5565

Overtime rock climbing
Certified climbers can enjoy open wall climbing 5:30-9
p.m. April 22. A certification course for new climbers
takes place 6-8 p.m. This is a free event.

Boater safety course - pontoon
A training course takes place 8 a.m.-noon April 28 to cer-
tify participants on pontoon boat operations. Call outdoor
recreation for details. The cost is $5.

Long Shoals launch
A bass fishing tournament begins at 12:30 p.m. April 28
at Truman Lake. Participants can register and pay a one-
time $20 fee at outdoor recreation. This allows people to
participate in 12 tournaments throughout the season. Call
outdoor recreation for details.

Fitness Center
687-5496

Whiteman Triathlon
Start training now for the June Whiteman Triathlon. The
triathlon includes swimming 520 meters, a 10K bike ride
and a 5K run. There are men and women individual open
and team divisions. Team divisions must have a swimmer,
biker and a runner. Team divisions can be co-ed.  

Mission’s End
687-4422

ACC tax day $1 lunch
Club members will receive a $1 lunch 11 a.m.-1 p.m.
today at the Mission’s End.

Prime rib buffet and country night
The Mission’s End is going country! There will be a
prime rib buffet from 5:30-8 p.m. April 23. The cost is
$15 for members and $18 for nonmembers. After the mea
participants can join in country line dancing 8-10 p.m. 

Administrative professional’s luncheon
Treat your administrative professional to a luncheon 11:30
a.m.-1 p.m. April 27 at the Mission’s End. The menu
includes shrimp cocktail, wild flower salad, triple cheese
stuffed chicken breast and death by chocolate dessert. The
cost is $10.95 per person. Sign up by April 22.

Sports & Recreation
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Food & Fun

Tickets & Travel
687-5643

It’s the last week to take advantage of
the fantastic cruise rates and exclusive
homecoming discounts in the tickets
and travel Sail-ebration event! The sale
ends 22 April so stop by and see what
you can save.

Adults: $3.50      Children: $1.75
Movie Recording Line: 687-5110

Movies subject to change due to 
availability. For current and future movie 

listings log on to
http://www.aafes.com/ems/conus/whiteman.htm

.

Friday            
Million Dollar Baby      7 p.m. PG-13
Starring - Clint Eastwood & Hilary Swank 

Saturday
Be Cool  7 p.m.  PG-13
Starring - John Travolta & Uma Thurman

Sunday
Diary of a Mad Black Woman

5:30 p.m.  PG-13
Starring  - Kimberly Elise & Steve Harris

Movie Schedule

Month of the Military Child 
Youth sports event

Come and party with the stars in support of
the youth sports program 5 p.m. Wednesday
at Mission’s End. 

Bring your favorite memorabilia along for
these people to autograph:

✔ Jared Allen, Kansas City Chiefs player
✔ Al Fitzmorris, former pitcher for the Royals
✔ Mickey Cobb, former trainer for the Royals
✔ University of Missouri athletes who are also
members of the Air Force ROTC. 

Even KC Wolf is putting in an appearance!
There will be games, prizes and free pizza!
This event is sponsored in part by First 
Community Bank* and Sprint.*

Services Page editor..................................Poppy Arthurton
509th Services Squadron......................................687-7929
*No federal endorsement of mentioned sponsors intended.

Community Activities

Avery Hemphill, daughter of Staff Sgt.
Jason and Juli Hemphill, 509th Main-
tenance Group, was voted White-
man’s Beautiful Baby out of 20 entries
during a contest at the community
center. The family received a supply
of diapers and each contestant
received floating bath toys.

Beautiful




